
October 30, 2017 
 
Governor Doug Ducey 
Mr. Tom Buschatzke 
Director, Arizona Department of Water Resources 
Mr. Clint Chandler 
Assistant Director, Arizona Department of Water Resources 
Mr. Kirk Adams 
Chief of Staff for Honorable Governor Doug Ducey 
Mr. Hunter Moore 
Natural Resources Policy Advisor to Governor Ducey 
 
 
Dear Governor Ducey, Director Buschatzke, Asst. Director Chandler, Chief of Staff Adams and 
Advisor Moore: 
 
The Sustainable Water Workgroup (SWWg) - www.azwaterfuture.org - made up of 27 
environmental and community organizations, as well as hundreds of individuals, asks that you 
please take into consideration some key environmental and economic factors as you move 
forward with developing legislation and policies that will affect the future of water in our state. 
 
We recognize the extraordinary challenge associated with keeping the level of water in 
Lake Mead from triggering a shortage declaration, especially with the continued and 
increasing impacts of climate change. Your focus seems to be on 1) new systems of water 
sharing and storage, amounting to a template for water markets; 2) a new role for private capital, 
primarily the Walton Family Foundation as a catalyst for a larger circle of philanthropists and 
private-public partnerships; 3) new alliances, including selected tribes that have water and 
several non-governmental organizations. 

We have significant reservations about the substance and process of the water conversations, 
particularly those that have evolved towards the possible creation of template water legislation 
for the upcoming state legislative session. Although there may be some positive environmental 
opportunities involving the Drought Contingency Plan (DCP), DCP+, tribal proposals and 
groundwater monitoring, the lack of public participation and other conservation/environmental 
voices is disturbing.  
 

Our primary concern remains the lack of transparency and authentic public participation in the 
aforementioned water discussions. The process by which consensus is created matters, 
particularly in the context of building public trust in a shared long-term vision for a sustainable 
water future.  This lack of transparency, moreover, seems to be created in part by the new role of 
private capital to finance water discussions, which reduces the requirements for public 
involvement, documentation, and disclosure. 

We are also concerned about a lack of comparative analysis and peer review.  Growing numbers 
of countries embrace a holistic water management paradigm that places the conservation of 
environmental flows (water left in rivers and aquifers to maintain ecosystem health), and 

http://www.azwaterfuture.org


corollary policies, such as a reserve and a cap, at the center of management practices.  The 
processes you are spearheading are not centered in this new paradigm. 

Finally, in a time of shifting climate trends and diminishing flows in the Colorado River, there is 
an urgent need to honestly assess whether we can continue to primarily base our State’s economy 
on continuous growth in the water-intensive housing and development industries and on 
agricultural crops that use excessive amounts of water, such as alfalfa and cotton. Any discussion 
that surrounds augmenting water sources is really a discussion about how Arizona will take 
water from one portion of the state in order to move it to meet the growth needs of the particular 
stakeholders who are currently at the table - that currently does not include representation for 
maintaining and/or restoring environmental flows.   

Given these concerns, we believe: 

1. We need a much broader range of Arizonans to participate in the consideration and 
drafting of water legislation before it is released.  We want to ensure that a new generation of 
water legislation, in keeping with best management practices, recognizes the centrality of 
environmental water to maintain crucial habitats and support a high quality of life for future 
generations.    

2. We need a forum, also before legislation is released, that includes a much clearer 
summary and comparative analysis of the complex processes underway.  This forum should 
draw on input from outside experts to help the public and policy makers understand and 
participate in the choices that are being made within the context of the whole range of best 
practices. 

3. Legislation must recognize the connections between groundwater and surface water 
and provide for the collection of groundwater monitoring data, in order to provide a better 
accounting and understanding of how we are impacting our water resources.  

4. Legislation should uphold environmental water as an essential component of the 
solution to sustainable water policy. Our 20 billion-dollar per year tourist industry depends on 
water for our natural ecosystems. This is currently not recognized in Arizona’s water policies. 
Furthermore, without healthy rivers and streams and the springs that feed them, Arizona will lose 
a core part of its identity, and whole economies in the rural parts of our state will be irreparably 
damaged if these waterways and ecosystems are not safeguarded.			

5. As private funding assumes a significant role in crafting water policy in Arizona, the 
public should be informed and educated about proposed new water market strategies.  
Water markets promoted as water conservation tools are controversial and in the end, investors 
want to see a return on their investment, which raises significant concerns for the future of our 
rivers, streams, and springs.  In short, water should not be regarded strictly as a commodity that 
will be sold to the highest bidder.  Thus, in considering these market strategies, the public should 
be informed about where water markets are being implemented, under which legal and 
institutional parameters, and the costs/benefits of markets as a primary management tool. 

Finally, we know that you understand that the state has a public trust responsibility to the people 
of Arizona. That means that it is imperative to ensure that our waters are sustained for all of us 



and for future generations. We ask that this be a key part of the consideration as you move 
forward. 

We will follow up with this letter by calling you within the next few days to set up a time to meet 
and further discuss these important issues.    Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Sustainable Water Workgroup Steering Committee: 

Sandy Bahr- Grand Canyon Chapter, Director; Sierra Club 

Gary Beverly – Sierra Club- Yavapai Group; Citizens Water Advocacy Group 

Peter Else – Chair - Lower San Pedro Watershed Alliance 

Tricia Gerrodette – Friends of the San Pedro River; Tucson Audubon Society 

Nicole Gillett – Conservation Advocate – Tucson Audubon Society 

Madeline Kiser –Chair - Community Water Coalition; Inside/Out Poetry and Sustainability 
program 

Jennifer Martin – Sierra Club AZ Water Sentinels Coordinator 

Cary Meister – Conservation Chair- Yuma Audubon Society 

Kristen Wolfe – Coordinator- Sustainable Water Workgroup 

Sustainable Water Workgroup affiliates: 

Keith Bagwell – Grand Canyon Chapter, Chair, Sierra Club 

Carolyn Campbell – Director – Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection 

Tim Flood – Co-Chair, Conservation Committee- Arizona Riparian Council 

Steve Kozachik – Tucson City Council, Ward 6 

Harry Lumley – Sierra Club - Chair, Saguaro Group 

Christina McVie – Vice Chair- Community Water Coalition; Tucson Audubon Society; 
Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection 

Kathy Ann Walsh – Leader, Phoenix Broadband – Great Old Broads for Wilderness 

Meg Weesner – Sierra Club – Chair, Rincon Group 

 

CC: (The following 9 were contacted in a previous letter, and we have discussed our concerns 
with most of them). 



Drew Beckwith – Western Resources Advocates; Peter Culp – Culp and Kelly, LLP; Scott 
Deeny – The Nature Conservancy; Pat Graham- The Nature Conservancy; Amy McCoy – Amp 
Insights; Kevin Moran – Environmental Defense Fund; Jeffrey Odefey – American Rivers; Sarah 
Porter – Kyl Center for Water Policy; Sonia Perillo – Executive Director, Audubon Arizona;  

CC: Jennifer Pitt – Colorado River Project Director, National Audubon Society  

CC: Arizona State Legislators 

CC: Central Arizona Water Conservation District Board 

 

The Sustainable Water Workgroup placed an op-ed and an ad in the AZ Capitol Times, Sept. 29th, 
2017 “Water Focus” issue:  http://azcapitoltimes.com/water/  “Preserving Arizona’s remaining 
rivers, streams and springs” 
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